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Appendix B 
Question Specifications 

BASELINE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

A. Overview 
 

Most of the questions in the evaluation instruments do not require additional 

clarifications, and they include directions for you to follow, such as skip instructions and reading 

and recording instructions. However, there are some questions that require additional 

clarification and instruction, which this chapter provides for these selected question items. If 

there are no specifications, or if the specifications given do not address your problem, notify 

your supervisor who will provide clarification.  As a result, as the study proceeds, additional 

specifications may be added to this chapter. The baseline evaluation instrument is shown in 

Appendix D. 

 

B. Specifications for the Baseline Questionnaire 
 

Be sure to determine whether or not the respondent has the show cards available to use. If not, be 

prepared to repeat the answer choices as often as necessary to ensure that she comprehends and 

remembers them.  

 

Cover Page 

 

Affix the subject ID label that is generated from the DMS. Record the date of the interview. 

Circle the code that best reflects the final outcome for conducting the baseline interview. 

Definitions of the final result codes are provided in Chapter III, Section C. 

 

Record the time the interview begins. 

 

Section A: Demographic Information 

 

Q.2b Note the underlined phrase “to live”  which should be stressed so that the 

respondent understands we want the year in which she came to the United 

States with the intension to live here. 

 

Q.3a-e Read each race/ethnicity and obtain a “yes” or “no” response for each. 

 

Q.4 By following the conventions of questionnaire design of not reading aloud 

any text that appears in CAPITAL LETTERS, you will not read the 

answer choices for this question. Code the respondent’s answer by circling 

the code number that best corresponds to her answer. 

 

We are looking for the highest grade of formal education, not technical or 

vocational education, the respondent completed, not just attended.  
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Q.5 “Vocational or technical training” refers to non-formal education, such as 

nursing school, computer school, secretarial school, etc. 

 

Q.6 For this question, we are interested in either formal school or vocational or 

technical school. 

 

Q.7/7a If the respondent says “Yes”, probe to determine whether fulltime or part 

time. 

 

Q. 8/9 The format of these questions indicates that you should read all of the 

answer choices for the respondent.  

 

Q.11e “TANF” stands for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. 

 

Q.12b Make sure the respondent understands we are asking about smoking 

cessation programs outside the clinic she is attending for prenatal care. 

 

Section B: Pregnancy History/Feelings about Pregnancy 

 

Read the transition statement. 

 

Q.1/2 For both of these questions it is possible that the respondent may not recall 

the exact day. If this is the case, record the month and year, and leave the 

“day” boxes blank. 

 

Q.2a Ask this question only if the respondent cannot recall her first prenatal 

care visit, including the month and the year. If necessary, ask her to give 

her best estimate of her gestational age when she had her first prenatal 

care visit. 

 

Q.3a Ask how long ago or the date of her last period only if the respondent 

cannot tell you when her baby is due.  

 

Q.4 “Family planning methods” includes any method the respondent may have 

used to prevent getting pregnant. 

 

Q.5 This is the first question for which the respondent should use the Show 

Card Booklet. Be sure she is looking at Show Card A. If the respondent is 

not using the show card, be sure she understands what a “1” and a “10” 

means. Circle the number that corresponds to her answer on the scale 

itself. These same instructions apply to Q.11 and Q.15. 

 

Q.9-Q.12 These questions ask about the feelings of the respondent’s current partner, 

if there is a current partner and that person is not the father of the baby, 

toward her pregnancy. 
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Q.13-Q.16 These questions ask about the feelings of the baby’s father toward the 

respondent’s pregnancy. 

 

Read the transition statement before Q.17. 

 

Q.17 If the answer to this question is “1”, that would refer to the respondent’s 

current pregnancy. The remaining questions in Section B would not apply. 

Therefore, follow the instructions in the box and skip to Section C. 

 

Q.18 The remaining questions in Section B are about living babies that the 

respondent delivered or gave birth to. If the answer to this question is “0”, 

meaning that none of her pregnancies resulted in a live birth, skip to 

Section C. 

 

Q.19a If the respondent has had only one live birth (reported in Q.18) and the 

answer to Q.19 is “yes,” then simply record “1” for Q.19a. It is not 

necessary to ask the question. The same instruction applies to Q.20/20a, 

Q.21/21a, Q.22/22a and Q.23/23a. 

 

Q.22b For each child who has died, as recorded in Q.22a, indicate (1) the age at 

death, and (2) the cause of death. If all of the respondent’s living children 

died, skip to Section C. 

 

Section C: Medical History 

 

In this section we ask about the medical history of (1) the respondent’s immediate family, as well 

as the medical history (2) the baby’s father and his immediate family. We define the 

respondent’s immediate family as her biological parents, siblings, and children. For the baby’s 

father, we define immediate family as his biological parents and siblings. 

 

Ask Q.1a-e first regarding the respondent’s medical history. Then ask Q.2a-e for the baby’s 

father medical history. 

 

Section D:  Tobacco Use, Attitudes, Beliefs, and Behaviors 

 

Be sure to read the transition statements so that the respondent knows that the topic is changing. 

These transition statements also provide the respondent with a definition of cigarette smoking. She 

is instructed to include cigars and pipe tobacco when she responds to the subsequent questions. 

 

In this section, varying time references are used depending on the question: 

Since the respondent first began smoking 

Within the 6 months before the respondent became pregnant 

During the current pregnancy and during each trimester of the current pregnancy 

In the last month 

The past 7 days or in the last week 

In the past 24 hours 
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The time references are usually underlined and should be stressed when reading the question.  

 

Q.3a Only one time reference needs to be filled, the longest number of days, 

weeks, months, OR years in a row that the respondent has gone without 

smoking. 

 

Q.4b If the respondent cannot recall the number of cigarettes she smoked, help 

her by probing. You might start by asking “What is more than a pack or 

less than a pack? A pack usually has 20 cigarettes.” Then, depending on 

her response, continue probing and narrowing down the options until you 

obtain a specific number. 

 

Q.4f Do not read the answer choices that appear in CAPITAL letters. Mark all 

the reasons that apply. 

 

Q.5, 5a-d Ask these questions for each trimester at a time. 

 

Q.5 When asking this question for the 1
st
 trimester, remind the respondent to 

include the time before she first found out she was pregnant. For example, 

if she did not know she was pregnant the first 10 weeks of the pregnancy, 

she should include those 10 weeks in addition to remaining 2-3 weeks of 

the first trimester when she knew she was pregnant. 

 

Q.5a If the respondent smoked less than one day a week, circle the “-1” code. 

For example: “I only smoked once in a while, at parties or when we went 

out.” 

 

Q.5b If the respondent smoked less than one cigarette, e.g., on a few puffs, 

circle the “-1” code. 

 

Q5d Being “smoke free” means not smoking for 24 hours or longer, as 

indicated in Q.5c. Note that one trimester is about 12-13 weeks, or 3.3 

months or 90-93 days. If the respondent’s response reflects a longer time 

period, you will need to probe. For example, you could say: “That sounds 

like you were smoke free the entire trimester---is that correct? If she 

insists this is correct, circle the “-9” code even though it conflicts with her 

response to Q.5. 

 

Q.6 We are asking the respondent to compare her smoking behavior now to 6 

months before she found out she was pregnant. 

 

Q.7 If a woman did not smoke in the past seven days, record “0” and skip to 

Q.10. 

 

Q.8 We are asking the respondent to identify a typical smoking day in the past 

7 days. By focusing on a specific day, it may be easier for her to answer 
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the subsequent questions. You might also want to give her parameters. For 

example, if today is Wednesday, you might want to say: “Think about the 

past 7 days, that is, between last Wednesday and today.” Record the day 

of the week that she identifies as typical and code whether it is a week day 

or a weekend day. When asking the subsequent questions, insert that day, 

as appropriate, when reading the subsequent questions. 

 

Q.9, Q.9a-e The number of cigarettes the respondent reports smoking in Q.9a-e should 

total the number of cigarettes reported in Q.9. Be sure to emphasize the 

underlined phrases in Q.9a-e to stress the different locations. 

 

Q.10 Record the length of time since the respondent last smoked a cigarette in 

the appropriate box. 

 

Q.11-12 These questions are only for respondents who have not smoked in the past 

7 days, as reported in Q. 10. Those who have smoked in the past 7 days 

are skipped to Q.13 and answer the remaining questions in Section D. 

 

After asking Q.11-12 of those respondents who have not smoked in the 

past 7 days, we then determine if it has been 1 year and 3 months ago or 

longer since they last smoked. If yes, they are skipped to Section E. If no, 

they are skipped to Q.22. 

 

Q.13-21 These questions are asked only of respondents who have smoked in the 

past 7 days. They are considered current smokers. 

 

Q.22-26 These questions are for current smokers (have smoked in the past 7 days) 

and recent smokers (have smoked within 1 year and 3 months ago). 

 

Q.24a-p Make sure that the respondent is using Show Card B to answer these 

questions. 

 

Section E: ETS Exposure, Beliefs, and Practices 

 

Read the transition statement. 

 

Q.1a-d Similar to Q.5 and 5a-d in Section D, ask these questions for each 

trimester at a time. Unlike the questions in Section D which asked about 

the respondent’s smoking behavior, these questions ask about 

respondent’s exposure to smoke from other people in her life.  

 

Q.1a-b These questions ask about (a) the number of days the respondent was 

exposed to smoke from other people inside her home during a typical 

week in the trimester, and (b) the number of cigarettes that were typically 

smoked inside her home each day. 
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Q.1c-d These questions are similar to Q.1a-b, but ask about the respondent’s 

exposure to smoke to smoke away from her home. 

 

Q.2-4 In this grid, we ask about the respondent’s exposure to smoke by others, 

including (A) her current partner/husband/boyfriend; (B) the baby’s father 

(if a different person than her partner/husband/boyfriend); (C) other 

household members; and (D) friends and family who do not live with the 

respondent.  

 

Q.2, 3, 3a In Q.2 we establish whether the person(s) smokes cigarette. If so, in Q.3 

we ask whether the person(s) has smoked inside the home since the 

respondent became pregnant, and, if so, in Q.3a we ask on how many days 

in the past 7 days this person(s) has smoked inside the home. 

 

Q.4, 4a-b In Q.4 we ask whether the person(s) has smoked around the respondent 

since she gave birth, and, if so, in Q.4a we ask on how many days in the 

past 7 days this person(s) has smoked inside the home around the 

respondent. Then, in Q.4b we ask how many cigarettes the person(s) has 

smoked inside the home around the respondent in a typical day in the past 

7 days. 

 

Q.4c-d In Q.4c we ask on how many days in the past 7 days this person(s) smoked 

around the respondent away from the home, and in Q.4d we ask how 

many cigarettes the person(s) smoked away from the home around the 

respondent in a typical day in the past 7 days. 

    

Q.5b, 6b These may be difficult questions for the respondent to answer. If she is 

having trouble, you should help her by asking her to first identify the 

number of people who smoked around her inside her home (Q.5b) or 

around her away from her home (Q.6b) on the typical day that she 

selected. Then, ask her to calculate the average number of cigarettes per 

day that was smoked by these individuals around her. Adding the number 

of cigarettes smoked per person around her should provide an close 

approximation of the number of cigarettes. 

 

Q.14-17 There are no show cards for these questions. Because the answer choices 

are somewhat complex and difficult to remember over the telephone, be 

sure to read them slowly. If you repeat them, be sure to repeat all of the 

choices. 

 

Q.20-21 If the respondent says “this has never happened”, circle code –7, “Not 

Applicable.” 

 

 

 



CNMC Interviewing MOO       7    Appendix B 

Project DC-STEP    3.2006 
 

 

Section F: Drug Use and Other Risk Behaviors 

 

Read the transition statement.  

 

Q.1a-b In Q.1a we ask the respondent the number of months she has drank 

specific alcoholic drinks, including beer, wine, wine coolers, and hard 

liquor, and used drugs, including marijuana or hashish and crack or 

cocaine. In Q.1b we ask her frequency of use of each alcoholic beverage 

and drug during a typical month when she drank or used. 

 

Q.3 If the respondent does not know the drug, circle code 2. 

 

Q.4 You will be asking this question if the respondent answered “yes” to any 

of the drugs listed in Q.3.  

 

Section G: You and Your Feelings 

 

Read the transition statement.  

 

Q.1a-g   Ask the respondent to use Show Card C to answer the next question. 

 

Q.2 If the respondent doesn’t know or cannot remember, probe for a yes or no 

response by saying: “Would you say yes or would you say no?” 

 

Q.3 Ask the respondent to use Show Card D to answer the next question. 

 

Section H: Your Relationship With Your Partner and Others 

  

Read the transition statement.  

 

Q.1-7 These questions are sensitive and could evoke negative feelings from the 

respondent. Reassure her that the responses to the questions are 

confidential. Although the questions refer to events that have happened in 

the past year or since the respondent became pregnant, be remindful that if 

she shares information regarding partner abuse that may be occurring now, 

follow the domestic violence protocol outlined in the Manual of 

Intervention Operations 

 

If necessary, refer to Q.B7 on page 5 to determine whether or not the respondent has a current 

partner. If she does, continue with Q.8. Otherwise, skip to Q.9. 

 

Q.8-9   Ask the respondent to use Show Card E to answer these questions. 
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Section I: End of Interview 

 

After you have told the respondent that the interview is over: 

 Update her contact information 

 Update the contact information of secondary sources 

 Make an appointment for the 6-week postpartum interview, based on the baby’s due date 

that is recorded on the Face Sheet. 

 

After you have hung up, complete Q.1-9 in Section I.  

 


